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Soil Maps, Books and Information Resources 
 
All NSRIõs printed maps and associated books have been categorised into national, regional and local 
sectors. When deciding which map will be most suitable, the main consideration should be the purpose for 
which it will be used, as the intricacy of soil mapping varies between large and small scale maps. The 
patterns of the different soils are extremely complex and are more difficult to represent on smaller scale 
maps. The level of soil mapping detail required will therefore determine the most suitable map scale and 
the necessary map and/or book. 
 

National Scale 

 
The national scale maps are representative of England and Wales and are useful for viewing the country on 
a regional basis.  
 

 

Regional Scale 

 
The National Soil Map is available in six sheets covering England and Wales at a regional scale of 
1:250,000.  The associated regional Bulletin adds valuable information and is designed to meet the needs 
of readers with a deeper interest in soils of the region.  
 

 
 
 

The provision of keys, profile descriptions 
and references will help those who require 
more specific information on soils. 
The contents provided in the Bulletin 
include a description of region, soil 
background, soil formation, soil 
classification, detailed description of the 
soil associations, land drainage and 
agricultural and forestry interpretations. 
 
(1:250,000) 

The 1:1,000,000 and 1:625,000 maps 
available clearly illustrate the soil type 
distribution and are useful for 
planning and educational purposes.  
The legends printed on the       
1:1,000,000 scale soil maps list the 
dominant soil group, map symbol, 
associated soil groups, parent 
material, relief, land use and 
characteristics of dominant and 
associated soils. 
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